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Our Mission Statement
Promote in our youth and our community a sense of commitment to the Ideals of American Patriotism,
to encourage participation in political processes and maintain camaraderie of the membership.
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Upcoming Meetings:
8 June 2017
(Next meeting
in September)
Social time 6:30 P.M.
Start time: 7:00 P.M.

Avery’s Tavern
2086 Crooks Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48308
Tel: 1 (248) 270-4030

Upcoming Events:
3 Jun - MISSAR Board of Managers
7th-14th Jul – 127th Annual SAR
Congress – Knoxville, TN
15th & 16th Jul – Cass River Colonial
Encampment 2017

Message from Our President
Compatriots,
Thank you for putting your faith in me to be your new
President. There are some big shoes to fill following the
excellent leadership of the past Presidents of the Oaks Chapter.
But I promise to give it my best, as you deserve nothing less. I
believe we have a great team of officers and chapter members.
So, I am excited by the opportunities and possibilities that lie
ahead for us.
I am hoping that our chapter can forge enhanced relationships
with the CAR and DAR, so I will be reaching out to them to
introduce myself and ask them what we can do to help support
them. I will also be reaching out to local schools to offer them
information about our youth programs. Of course I would also
like to collaborate with veterans’ organizations and other local
community organizations. This all sounds like a lot, and it is, so I
won’t try to tackle it all at once. But you can be assured I will be
busy this summer promoting the Oaks Chapter.

James Walker
President

OFFICERS OF THE OAKS CHAPTER 2017 - 2018
President - James Walker
1st V. President - John Raya
2nd V. President - Thomas Coddington
Secretary - Vacant
Treasurer – Jeffery Yeager
Registrar/Genealogist - Raymond Lucas
Historian - Rodney Wilson
Chaplain - David Moore
Trustee DAR/CAR Liaison – Stephen Roberts
Trustee Public Relations – Jeffrey McQueen
Trustee Medals & Awards - Vacant

Standing (L =>R): Jeffery Yeager, Raymond Lucas, Jeffrey McQueen and John Crissman
Sitting (L=>R): James Walker, David Moore, John Raya and Rod Wilson
Missing: Thomas Coddington and Stephen Roberts

11th Annual Meeting – April 27, 2017

Changing of the Guard: Former MI
SAR President, Rod Wilson welcomes
New MI SAR President, Paul Callanan

Guest Speaker: Judge Jeffery Matis
and wife with President Callanan

New Presidents: Paul Callanan with New
Oaks Chapter President, James Walker

Annual Dinner Cake: Graciously made
by Susan Raya

11th Annual Meeting – April 27, 2017 (Cont.)

President Callanan with former DAR/CAR Liaison, Robert
Huber and his wife, CAR Senior President Laurie Huber

Rod Wilson

The Troops

1st Vice President: John Raya

Dinner

Harold Lamkin and wife

President Paul Callanan swears in Travis Cochran and Jeff Dixon

New Member: Travis Cochran

PATRIOT BIOGRAPHY
Jeremiah Parish (Parrish)
b. 17 Feb 1765 Canterbury, Windham, Connecticut; d. 16 Jul 1851 Portville, Cattaraugus, New York
m. 1787 Thankful Abbott, daughter of Nathan Abbott and Lydia Hatch
SAR Descendant: John Crissman - SAR# 178102
Jeremiah Parish enlisted in the Revolutionary Army when he was very young. Pension records show that
he served as a private in the Connecticut Continentals under Colonel Willis. Enlistment was given from
Canterbury, Connecticut, in June of 1780 for three months, which means his first tour of duty in the war occurred
when he was only 16 years old. On May 7, 1783, he again enlisted in the Connecticut troops under Captain
Benjamin Durkee.
Although documented details regarding his war experiences seem not to exist, Jeremiah did share many
war stories with his children. His youngest son, Smith Parish (born 1804) wrote an account of his father’s
experience. Smith Parish wrote “My father believed that he was born under a certain planet so that no one could
shoot him. To prove to me he was right, he stated to me that at one time he (Jeremiah) was in a fort on the
Hudson River above New York. The British had their gun boats on the river and he climbed up into an apple tree
to pick some apples. The British seeing him, commenced firing at him, the balls striking the tree he was in and the
gravel bank. When he swung down from the tree he began to dig the balls from the bank because he could sell
them for one shilling each. In spite of the obvious danger he continued to dig out balls until fellow patriots in the
fort saw him and ordered him into the fort and safety.” Whether brave or just fool hardy Jeremiah survived this
incident unscathed.
Jeremiah was paid for his army service in Continental money at ten dollars a month. Even in old age,
Jeremiah complained that the money was nearly worthless at the time.
In 1787, Jeremiah married Thankful Abbot, the eldest child of a family of ten girls and four boys. Jeremiah
and Thankful went on to have six children of their own. The family settled in Vermont and lived in Stockbridge on
the banks of the White River.
In 1807 Jeremiah moved his family to Cherry Valley, Otsego County, New York. Four years later they once
again moved to Luzerne, Warren County, New York. It was there, in 1818 that his wife Thankful Abbot died.
In 1820 Jeremiah’s son Smith Parish persuaded his father to head west with him. They walked for seven
days to Farmersville, New York. It was here that father and son bought 180 acres and cleared land on which to
raise potatoes. Jeremiah and Smith moved at least two more times, finally ending up in Portville New York in
1830. It was in Portville that Jeremiah Parish died on July 16, 1851 at the age of 86 years old. He was buried in the
Chestnut Hill Cemetery in Portville. The home he and Smith shared in Portville still stands and serves as the
Portville Library.
It appears that Jeremiah Parish lived a long life full of adventure. From
Revolutionary War soldier, to farmer, to family man he lived a rich and full life.
Many of his descendants still live in the Portville area where they maintain an
active family association.
With my sincere thanks to the Parish Family Association of Portville New York
for their contributions of material for this article. John Crissman

Smith Parish

RESEARCH TOOLS
Websites:

Software:

www.ancestry.com ($)
http://archive.org
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
www.billiongraves.com
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx
www.cyndislist.com
www.familysearch.org
www.findagrave.com
www.fold3.com ($)
www.newspapers.com ($)
http://stevemorse.org/
www.usgenweb.com

Family Tree Maker 2014.1 (MacKiev)
Coming soon:
Family Tree Maker 2017 (MacKiev)

DNA:
www.ancestry.com
www.familytreedna.com
www.livingdna.com
www.myheritage.com
www.23andme.com

Editor’s Note:
This page is expected to grow as you
submit and share additional websites,
software and research resources for our
membership. It is meant as a quick
reference tool and a gift to friends and
relatives who show an interest in
entering their quest to get to know their
ancestors better.
As always, we welcome your ideas and
suggestions as long as they are not tied
to a rock and thrown at the Editor. 
Jeff McQueen
Email me at: MCQUEEN327@aol.com

