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President’s Column
Happy Spring to all our readers!
At our Annual Meeting in April, we elected the officers
and trustees for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. We are all
eager to serve you and represent you on a state level. The
list of officers and their contact information can be found
elsewhere in this newsletter, as well as our chapter page
on the website (http://missar.org/detroitmetro.html).
It has been an event-filled season since our last
newsletter! In addition to our Annual Meeting, we
sponsored a genealogy workshop, presented donations
(funds and models) to the VFW, attended Memorial Day
ceremonies, and held a few Board of Managers meetings,
as well.
I attended personally the June State Board of Managers
Meeting in Big Rapids and have a few things to report to
the membership;
1) The Children of the American
Revolution Project for 2017/2018
has been tasked to replace or
repair the headstones of fallen
Michigan State Troopers. The
State Society of the Children of
the American Revolution is
selling pins (pictured at left) at
$5.00 each to raise funds to repair
the headstones.
2) The Century Club is improving its recognition of those
who donate. In the past, not everyone who donated was
recognized. The committee wants to change that
beginning in September by catching up. The donations
should be in $100.00 increments and can be directed to
anything except the two state trust funds. All donation
checks must be made to the MISSAR to qualify. Here are
some highlights:

3) Gerald Burkland presented a Flag Certificate and a
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal to Jerome Brandis for his
efforts over the last seven years caring for and flying the
American Flag on 14 different poles around Big Rapids.
4) Patriot Biographies. We have a unique opportunity to
place a biography of our patriot ancestor on both the
Michigan Society SAR website and the National Society
SAR website. If you can, please send your properly
formatted patriot ancestor biography to Greg Winters
(gregory.winters@pc-bs.com).
Our membership drive is moving forward with the
approval of two new members this past month. We have
a few more in the works. This is good news, as we want
to keep new people coming in to grow the Detroit
Metropolitan Chapter. Any help in finding and submitting
new member prospects is always appreciated. One key
takeaway for me at the Genealogy Workshop: The
D.A.R. has almost one million active members. The
S.A.R: approximately 34,000. Membership is a key part
to our survival.
Finally, there is an article elsewhere in this newsletter
written by our Second Vice-President regarding “being
active.” I cannot stress how activity with the chapter is
important to maintaining the chapter as well as the State
and National Societies. Many S.A.R. members (as is
common with most lineage societies) can be counted as
(Gene’s words) “paper hangers.” For The Detroit
Chapter, that equates to about 43 of our 50 members. With
new members coming in, we need to show them we are
active and involved. For the new members, my challenge
to you is: “Put me out of a job!” Are you up for that?
Please enjoy reading the newsletter and have a great
summer. I hope to see you at our next meeting!
Joe Williams, Chapter President

Report from the Chapter Secretary

a. $500.00 donation will yield a Bronze Medal
b. $1000.00 donation will yield a Silver Medal
c. $1500.00 donation will yield a Gold Medal
d. $2000.00 total will yield a Liberty Bell Medal

April 1. The DMC Annual Meeting was held at
Wyndham Garden in Sterling Heights, Michigan. The
chapter elected Joe Williams as President, Greg Winters
as 1st Vice President, Gene Tomlinson as 2nd Vice
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President, Tom Reardon as Treasurer, and Chris White as
Secretary. Stu Shuster and Gene Tomlinson were retained
as Trustees. Barbara Reardon was awarded the Martha
Washington Medal for her dedicated service to the Detroit
Metro Chapter, MISSAR, and was appointed as Chapter
Genealogist by President Joe Williams.
Throughout the month, the DMC presented six awards of
the Bronze ROTC Medal to Jeffrey Stevenson, Ben
Carson HS; Andy Navarrete, Cass Tech HS; Arilello
Payne, East English Village Prep Academy; Omar
Earnest, King HS; Mikahi McClaine, Renaissance HS;
and Erick Henderson, Western HS.

Report from the 1st Vice President
Humble thanks to my fellow DMC members and officers
who elected me to serve in my first SAR Chapter office.
I am proud and grateful for this opportunity and look
forward to helping move our chapter forward into a 21st
century version of the SAR.
I will be maintaining my responsibilities as State Society
Webmaster as well as serving as IT Committee Chair and
Communications Director, so I’ll have a full plate of
responsibilities ahead. I plan to leverage each and every
one of these connections to better serve our chapter.

April 29. The DMC participated in a Genealogy
Workshop at the Mount Clemens Public Library with the
Macomb County Genealogy Group, with assistance from
the Alexander Macomb Chapter DAR and several other
MISSAR members, including Past President Rod Wilson,
State Registrar/Genealogist Mike Huey, and Ray Lucas
from the Oaks Chapter. There were more than 40
attendees, which generated several leads for potential new
SAR members.

I’m looking forward to meeting and working with our new
members. We want to give them every possible
opportunity to actively participate in their new
organization!

May 8. DMC 2nd Vice President Gene Tomlinson
presented the SAR Flag Certificate to the Lenox Park
Homeowners Association for their patriotic display of the
United States Flag.

Thanks!

May 25. A DMC Managers meeting was held at the
Rusty Bucket in Bloomfield, Michigan. All of the DMC
officers and trustees were in attendance, along with
former secretary John Miller. The main topic of
conversation was new member applications and what was
needed to get them all completed and submitted. There are
over 20 applicants in various stages of completion.

Report from the Genealogist/Registrar

May 28. DMC 2nd Vice President and Secretary Chris
White attended the Memorial Day Program at Shain Park
in Birmingham, Michigan. The focus was on the 100th
anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War I.
There was a walking tour of Greenwood Cemetery
immediately after the program, which also featured
recognition of a number of WWI veterans interred at that
cemetery.

Contributions, suggestions, questions, etc., about our
chapter webpage are most welcome! You can email me
at any time (see the President’s letter on page 1 for these
links).

Greg Winters, 1st Vice President

As a part of my duties I was involved with and responsible
for successfully completing the applications for 9
compatriots approved for membership in the SAR, plus
one supplemental. That included three of our present
officers – my husband Tom, Chris White, and Greg
Winters as well as my son Jon, and two of our newest
members, Scott and Michael Harper. I also completed
Sam Laswell and his two sons’ applications, now
members of the Huron Valley Chapter.
In addition, and reported later in this newsletter, I led the
planning to have a Genealogy Workshop that occurred on
April 29th, with over 40 in attendance.
Barb Reardon, Chapter Genealogist/Registrar

Chris White, Secretary\
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(Citizens did not salute the flag or pledge to it until the
late 1800's, and there were changes to both the pledge and
the salute that have taken place since then.)
We then presented Flying the Flag Certificates to both
organizations whose facilities fly the flag with honor
every day.

Flag Day, June 14th Program in New Baltimore
A flag certificate was presented to the New Baltimore
Lions Club at 6:30 p.m. in Walter & Mary Burke Park in
downtown New Baltimore. The New Baltimore Lions
club preferred this time of day to allow as many of its
members to attend as possible. The Lions Club is
requesting the Mayor of New Baltimore to attend also.
We are asking SAR members to attend to show support
for the Lions Club which was instrumental in
theplacement in this park of the tallest flag in Michigan.

DMC Meets with Vietnam Veterans Chapter 154
On Wednesday, March 8, the DMC met at the Fred Bruce
VFW Post in St. Claire Shores with the Vietnam Veterans
of America (VVA) Chapter 154. With over 70 of their
members present, we took a short time from their meeting
to make several presentations.

2nd VP Gene Tomlinson (left) and President Joe Williams
present Flag Flying Certificates to VFW Past President Tim Lick
and President Brian Bobek of VVA Chapter 154

We followed that by a presentation of a check for $250
and over 20 model and paint kits to be distributed to
veterans at the Detroit Veterans Hospital. President Joe
Williams presented the check to Brian Bobek, who asked
humorously how to fit it into an ATM!

Flag Salute and Pledge Presentation presented by 2nd VP Gene
Tomlinson

First, we introduced ourselves and did a brief introduction
about the SAR are and what we do. We then began with a
short PowerPoint presentation on "The Salute to our Flag"
that covered the history of the Military Salute, and then
discussed the Salute and Pledge used by our citizens.

President Joe Williams presents the check to Brian Bobek who ask
how to fit it into an ATM

The funds were part of the DMC efforts as sponsor to the
Wreaths Across America in 2016, and the money returned
from them for the donations we made. The ships, aircraft,
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tanks, and trucks model kits were supplied by Past
President Stu Shuster and Treasurer Tom Reardon.
Secretary Chris White took the photos and supplied our
large check and the certificates. Barb Reardon was our
projection specialist.
In all, we had a fine first visit with the VVA and will
continue to work with them in support of their programs
and projects.
There is much the Detroit Metro Chapter can do in the
future to continue to support our veterans and those in the
service of our country. We hope that more of our chapter
members will volunteer support to these efforts by
donating to Wreaths Across America and other projects
that will benefit the Vietnam Veterans of America.
Interested in supporting our efforts with our Veterans,
our Children and Patriotic Efforts within our
Community, see the list of Programs that we are involved
in and others that we can get involved in on page 9 of this
newsletter.

DMC Holds Annual Meeting
On April 1, the DMC held its Annual Meeting at the
Wyndham Garden in Sterling Heights. We provided a
slate of Officers for the year 2017-2018 and having no
further candidates for offices, elected the slate. (A photo
and listing of the new chapter officers is presented
elsewhere in this newsletter along with their contact
information.)
It was also a time to welcome the State Society President,
Rod Wilson and first VP Paul Callanan to our Annual
Meeting. Discussion as to the future efforts of the
Michigan State Society were conducted and direction for
the DMC was discussed with the State leadership.
Action in the community and support to various groups
(such as our veterans) was noted, as well as work to honor
members that have provided service to the Chapter.

Joe Williams is congratulated by State President Rod Wilson after
being sworn in as President of the DMC. Treasurer Tom Reardon
looks on.

The Chapter will continue to provide opportunities for its
membership to participate in various projects during the
coming year. Some of these take only a short time and
any member can and should be willing to participate.
Wreaths Across America provides such an opportunity.
Just write a check for a wreath or attend the wreath laying
ceremony in Holly at the Great Lakes National Cemetery.
One can even help by asking friends and relatives to do
the same.
Presenting a Flag Flying Certificate to an individual or an
organization/business that properly displays the colors
can also be a project performed by one or two
compatriots. These are just two of the programs that the
Detroit Metro Chapter is involved in. Please, consider
supporting these during the next year!
Barb Reardon headed up the Genealogy Workshop on
April 29, and has been responsible for a number of
compatriots completing their applications and becoming
new members of the SAR. Some of her Ancestry searches
have been very extensive, Barb never gives up.
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Barb Reardon is presented with The Martha Washington Medal for
her extensive work as our Genealogist and Registrar.

The Detroit Metro Chapter Hosts Genealogy
Workshop at the Mt. Clemens Public Library
On Saturday, April 29, the DMC, in cooperation with the
Macomb County Genealogy Group (MCGG), conducted
a Genealogy Workshop at the Mt. Clemens Public Library
entitled “Pathway to Membership in a Lineage Society.”

DMC President Joe Williams greets the attendees and talks to them
about the SAR and what is needed to apply for membership.

Most lineage societies require proof of a direct
relationship from one generation to the next, all the way
back to the ancestor who was involved in the event, or
from a certain group of people, such as British Royalty or
the Mayflower passengers.

About 40 guests attended the event (see image below),
which consisted of general information about lineage
societies including the SAR and the Daughters of the
American Revolution that honor Americans who fought
in or otherwise supported America’s fight for freedom.

Ann Faulkner from the Alexander Macomb Chapter of the DAR
discusses the requirements for membership in the DAR.

We were most appreciative of the support from the DAR
and the MCGG in this activity and the Mt. Clemens Public
Library.

Presentations from featured speakers included the types
of documents that are acceptable forms of proof, and
where they might be obtained.
Lisa Eschenburg of the Macomb County Genealogy
Group (MCGG) discussed the Mt Clemens Public Library
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and introduced the guests to its extensive genealogical
collections and databases available in the MCPL
Genealogy Room, assistance that volunteers from the
MCGG can provide either in person, via mailed request,
by attending meetings, or by signing up for the MCGG’s
mailing list (macombcogg@gmail.com).

DMC Genealogist and Registrar Barb Reardon planned
and conducted the workshop and coordinated the total
program. She assembled the various groups that spoke to
the attendees and worked with the Mt. Clemens Public
Library to provide the facilities. She also discussed the
general requirements for joining a Lineage Society, and
encouraged people to contact the society they are
interested in joining to find out more about the group,
specific membership requirements, and assistance.

Lisa Eschenburg addresses the gathering.

Visit their webpage:
http://mcgg-letstalkgenealogy.blogspot.com) for more
information.

DMC Genealogist Barbara Reardon

Robert McGarry of the MCGG discussed the various
types of official records that may be used to prove one’s
lineage, and where you may find those records.

DMC Secretary Chris White and Barb worked on
advertising the event in local newspapers and fliers for
various groups. DMC First Vice President and State
Communications Director Greg Winters publicized the
workshop on the MISSAR website and also attended the
program.
Attendees came from a rather large geographical area to
attend and find out how they might trace their families and
also join one of the lineage groups of their choice.

Robert McGarry
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As a result of the workshop, the SAR is now working with
over a dozen potential compatriots and has already
processed several to the level of state and national
approval for membership. The DMC is looking forward
to future genealogy workshops.
Do you have a relative or friend or neighbor that has
expressed an interest in their ancestry and would like to
investigate their family history? Suggest that they get
involved with a lineage society like the SAR or DAR.
Following the formal presentations, attendees were
invited to talk to one of the 14 volunteers from the SAR,
the MCGG, and the Alexander Macomb Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution that were
available to assist them with their questions, applications
and help with researching “brick walls.” Although most
of the attendees did not reach the finish line on Saturday,
many said they learned a lot to help them progress and
look forward to continuing their journey. One person
commented, “Now I feel overwhelmed, but excited to get
started.” Another gentleman who met with SAR
representatives said, “Before this workshop, I was very
discouraged. Now I am really optimistic that this is
doable.”
The DMC were pleased that the MISSAR was in
attendance and supported this genealogy workshop. State
Genealogist and Registrar, Mike Huey, worked with
attendees interested in joining the SAR, and Immediate
Past President, Rod Wilson (in full uniform) spoke with
attendees and helped answer their questions.

DMC Represented at Memorial Day Program at
Shain Park in Birmingham, Michigan, May 28th

DMC 2nd Vice President Gene Tomlinson (right) and Secretary Chris
White at the Veterans Celebration.

Chris White was in his Civil War attire and part of the
Civil War Unit that was in attendance to honor Veterans
of that conflict. Gene, a former President of the
Birmingham Rotary Club, was part of the presenting of
the Wreath to honor all those who served. Marshal
Fredericks created the Veterans Memorial.

Past President Rod Wilson (left) and DMC President Joe Williams
with a happy attendant.
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Flag Flying Certificate Presented to the Lenox
Park Condominium Association on May 8th

At the Annual Meeting of the Lenox Park Association,
Board Member and DMC 2nd Vice President Gene
Tomlinson presented a Flag Flying Certificate to the
Association for supporting the flying of our flag. All 188
co-owners support this effort and are proud to do so.

Flag Flies at the entrance to the Community

Patriot or Paper Hanger!
Which one do YOU most relate to?
By Gene Tomlinson
We have over 50 members in the Detroit Metro Chapter. Some have been members for many years and some have just
joined us over the last two years. At least 20 of our members are either out-of-region or out-of-state. Few if any of these
attend a meeting, donate to Wreaths Across America (only $15.00 per wreath), or participate in presenting a Fly the Flag
certificate to a person, organization, or business that flies the colors properly.
Yes, there are many other once-a-year programs that chapter members can be a part of. Interested in Eagle Scouts,
JROTC/ROTC, or school programs at all levels? Your SAR has such programs and you can be a contributor by just
participating in one of them once or twice a year. Unfortunately, our recent history shows a serious lack of participation
from our members.
Many of our members faithfully remit their yearly dues, but that is all, and their membership certificates hang on the wall
for all to see. Does this represent a Patriot or a Paper Hanger? You be the judge.
Our Society and this country need Patriots. We need compatriots that will do at least one thing each year besides paying
their National, State, and Chapter dues. Don’t care for meetings? You can contribute and never come to a meeting. Dinner
and/or luncheon meetings aren’t as popular as they once were, but there is still an opportunity to serve – your Chapter, your
State organization, and your National Society.
I am hoping that those of you who read this newsletter and particularly this column will give some thought to what it means
to be a member of this Society and personally take some interest in one of our programs that interest you, and contribute
your time and some money toward it. Your Chapter Officers are here to help you get involved… as a Patriot.
There are many easy ways to get involved. Write a check for $15.00 to Wreaths Across America and mail it to your Chapter
Treasurer Tom Reardon. Contact your Chapter Secretary and get a Certificate for Fly the Flag (costs less than $10.00).
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Present it to a worthy individual (maybe a relative or neighbor Veteran who is flying the flag). Take a picture of the
presentation and send it to Secretary White or 1st VP Greg Winters and we will publish it.
Our new State Society website (missar.org) provides us all with news and information that can help you to be a participant.
The DMC webpage provides you with contacts and information about our outreach programs. I hope you will be interested
and get involved in at least one project a year.
Is this too much to ask of a compatriot who dutifully pays his dues?
I hope this gets the attention of all our Chapter Compatriots and that at least some of you will take a minute to reflect on it
and then take some small action to say, “I Am a Patriot!”
BE A PATRIOT in 2017!
Gene Tomlinson is 2nd Vice President of the Detroit Metro Chapter, former Santa Fe, NM Chapter President, and New
Mexico Society President. Gene serves the SAR in various committees of the MISSAR.

Detroit Metropolitan Chapter Annual Meeting and Election of Chapter Officers
On Saturday, April 1st, 2017 the DMC met at the Wyndham Garden Hotel in Sterling Heights and elected the Chapter
Officers for the 2017 -2018 year. They were joined by State President Rod Wilson and State 1st VP Paul Callanan and
past Chapter Secretary John Miller.

From Left to Right: State 1st Vice President Paul Callanan, Past Chapter President Stu Shuster, 2 nd VP Gene Tomlinson, 1st VP Greg
Winters, Chapter President Joe Williams, Chapter Sec. Chris White, State President Rod Wilson , Chapter Treas. Tom Reardon

Our Officers information is provided on the following page, and are available to help you with any of our projects or
programs.
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DMC Officers & Trustees Contact Information
Office

Name

Phone

Email

President:

Joe Williams

(248) 656-3394

j.c.williams1230@gmail.com

1st Vice President:

Gregory Winters

(586)-362-9948

gregory.winters@pc-bc.com

2nd Vice President:

Gene Tomlinson

(248)-859-4616

geneoflenoxpark@gmail.com

Secretary:

Chris White

(248)-790-2582

sar.chriswhite@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Tom Reardon

(586) 465-4021

tbreardon@comcast.net

Past President:

Stuart Shuster

(248) 642-7490

sflyer384@yahoo.com

Registrar/Genealogist:

Barb Reardon (NLA)

(586)-465-4021

tbreardon@comcast.net

Trustee:

Stuart Shuster

(248) 642-7490

sflyer384@yahoo.com

Trustee:

Gene Tomlinson

(248)-859-4616

geneoflenoxpark@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:

Gene Tomlinson

(248)-859-4616

geneoflenoxpark@gmail.com

Webpage Editor:

Gregory Winters

(586)-362-9948

gregory.winters@pc-bc.com

Interested in being a Patriot? Here are programs you can get involved in, some are just financial assistance, some take an
hour or a day or more to support. The DMC Officers listed above can direct you to your interest and explain what these
programs are, who to talk to and how to get involved.
Youth Oriented Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eagle Scout Scholarship/Recognition Program
ROTC/JROTC Recognition Program
Children of the American Revolution (C.A.R.)
Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest
Knight Essay Contest
American History Teacher Award
National Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest
Americanism Poster Contest for Elementary School Children
Adult Oriented Programs with Community Involvement

•
•
•
•

Flag Certificates
DAR Liaison
Ladies Auxiliary Liaison
Patriot Biographies
Working with Veterans Groups and Projects

•
•

Wreaths Across America at Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly
Supporting Veterans at VA Hospitals and collecting supplies for the Vets
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•

Getting involved with the Vietnam Veterans Assoc., American Legion or the Veterans of Foreign Wars and
lending support to their programs

Bolded programs are already in progress in the DMC, others can be added with your help.
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