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President’s Column:

Report from the Chapter Secretary:

Happy New Year to all of our readers!
First, some sad news. We just found out that our longtime compatriot, Kermit Beverly, has finished his work
here on this earth and is finally at rest. Kermit passed
away on April 6, 2016 around the time I took office as
your Chapter President. Kermit was 95 years young and
a long-time member of the Detroit Metropolitan Chapter,
as well as a dear friend. I first met him in 1990 when I
moved to Michigan and joined our chapter. Kermit
would love to “hang around” after meetings and engage
in pleasant conversation. I enjoyed his stories as well as
his worldly insight. His invocations at the start of each
meeting were uplifting and I am forever grateful for
knowing him. Enjoy your rest, Kermit. You earned it.
In this issue you will read about our successful meetings
and the initiation of new members. Our goal is to grow
the chapter in membership and have meaningful
meetings as often as possible. Additionally, you will see
that our chapter participated in Wreaths Across America,
providing 53 wreaths which were laid on the graves of
our departed veterans.
th

On the 29 of April we will be hosting a genealogy
workshop in Mount Clemens, Michigan. We hope to
assist potential members in their application process (as
well as assist the DAR and other genealogical societies).
Mrs. Barbra Reardon will be our primary contact. I urge
all of you to assist her by attending. Let’s make this
event a success!
In the month of April we will be holding our Annual
Meeting where we will elect the officers and trustees for
the 2017-2018 fiscal year. A flyer will be mailed to all
chapter members very soon. Should you want to be an
officer (I will not be offended if you want my job!),
please
contact
our
Secretary,
Chris
White
(sar.chriswhite@yahoo.com) and he will put you on the
ballot. Don’t be shy! This is your opportunity to get
involved and help improve and grow our chapter. You
can find our meeting schedule as well as other chapter
information on our state website http://www.missar.org/.
Enjoy this edition of our newsletter, and hope to see you
at our Annual Meeting.
Joe Williams, Chapter President

The Detroit Metro Chapter (DMC), MISSAR, has seen a
lot of membership activity in 2016, but the number of
members remained the same. We started out 2016 with
69 members, one of the top three largest chapters in the
State of Michigan. We lost seven members who
transferred to the Blue Water Chapter, plus two we
discovered were deceased. The DMC welcomed eight
new members and reinstated one. As of this mailing we
remain at 69 members. As of January 9, we still have 17
members who have not paid their dues for 2017. . Those
who do not pay their 2017 dues can be reinstated or will
be dropped from membership.
Chris White, Secretary

Report from the Webmaster:
The MISSAR state organization website upgrade project
has finally completed with lots of new features,
including blogs, a new calendar, and file uploading
capability. Still to come are a reformatted mobile device
version of the website as well as streaming multi-media.
You’ll also notice that each chapter has its own webpage
on the state site, including the DMC. We welcome
comments and suggestions, as well as contributions.
We’d like to make the DMC page the best of the chapter
pages. If you attend any patriotic event, either on behalf
of the DMC or as a representative for other similar
organizations, please let us know! It’s important that our
membership (and the general public) sees us active in
our communities proudly standing in for the SAR and
our programs and services. Send along good quality
photos as well as a detailed description of the events –
all will be considered for publication! (Use the Contact
Form here: www.missar.org/detroitmetro.html.)
Greg Winters, Web Master

Report from the Treasurer:
It’s a very interesting observation that our Chapter
always maintains a balance around $2,000.00 dollars.
Current numbers are checking $2,088.00 and the
VANGARD savings is rock steady at $10,932.00. Exact
performance is available on a SAR CY16 fiscal
statement..
Tom Reardon, Treasurer
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Luncheon Meeting and Members Induction
At a Luncheon Meeting in Grosse Pointe on Oct. 8th the
DMC inducted 4 new compatriots into the SAR. These
new members together with family and friends enjoyed a
fine lunch, a presentation about Wreaths Across America
and induction ceremony by President Joe Williams. The
four new compatriots were brought before the members,
inducted into the SAR and then individually presented
with their certificates and SAR lapel pins.
Kevin Terry receives his certificate and pin and
congratulations from President Williams

Stuart Grigg received his certificate and pin

Following short comments made by each compatriot all
were applauded by the chapter members and guests.

Carl Flint smiles as Joe places his lapel pin

Dan Northey receives his congratulations from
President Williams as Stuart and Carl look on

Greg Winters, our State and Chapter webmaster
presented information about the new website and our
webpage. The topic of Compatriot Winters presentation
was “The SAR in the 21st Century,” and it focused upon
how the SAR will have to embrace modern technologies,
such as mobile devices and social media, if it is to
connect with younger members and remain an active and
vibrant organization.
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Luncheon Meeting November 12th
Bob May’s Presentation

Wreaths Across America Project for 2016

We gathered in Warren for lunch and to hear Bob May’s
presentation about our founding documents. Bob zeroed
in on the word “HOLD” in our Declaration of
Independence. His point was to draw our attention to
the fact that we the people have a firm belief that we
Hold certain truths to be self-evident and as free men
and women we follow these truths with our actions.
This makes us different from any other country in the
world.

The Chapter agreed to support the Wreaths Across
America project and to donate wreaths for this year’s
program at the Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly.
We set up the program and encouraged our members to
get donations of $15.00/wreath and to support this fine
effort that began in the 1990’s at Arlington National
Cemetery and now is in every state and over 260
cemeteries where our men and women who served our
country lay at rest. This is Arlington National Cemetery
last year after all grave markers received there wreaths.

Just after Thanksgiving wreaths arrive at every State
Capitol with a formal presentation honoring our service
personnel. On Saturday, December 17 the wreaths were
laid at all cemeteries across the country.
The chapter donated 54 wreaths in this first year effort.

Bob May, President of the Blue Water Chapter
Bob challenged us to understand the meaning of our fore
fathers words that ring as true today as they did when
written back in 1776. He asked us to think of how we
the people have changed, but how our beliefs in our
country and its purpose has never left us. Bob has taught
History and Civics for many years to high school
students. It was a pleasure to have him present his
thoughts to us.

Over 15,000 wreaths were laid at Holly to honor our
service personnel and over 1,030 people turned out in
the snow to place the wreath including youngsters like
this one trudging through the snow.
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Genealogy Workshop – Pathway to Membership
in a Lineage Society

Programs/Projects for Winter/Spring 2017.
In March we plan to provide funding and other
materials for our Vietnam Veterans at the Detroit VA
Hospital. We have received a sponsor’s refund of $5.00
for each of our 53 wreaths from WAA, see article above
on page 3.
In April we will elect new officers and plan for further
events and meetings for 2017, including our Genealogy
Workshop. Note the following request for your support.

The Detroit Metro Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and the Macomb County Genealogy
Group (MCGG) are hosting a Genealogy Workshop at
the Mt. Clemens Public Library, 150 Cass Avenue, Mt
Clemens (lower level – elevator available) on Saturday,
April 29, 2017, from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon, with
additional time for those who wish to work with a
volunteer on their ancestral line. We will cover many
topics, to include basic genealogy research, building
your family tree, obtaining important documents needed
to prove your information, and applying to Lineage
organizations such as the Sons or Daughters of the
American Revolution (SAR/DAR).
We’ll also tell you about the Macomb County
Genealogy Group and the extensive genealogy resources
available at the Mt. Clemens Public Library, as well as
several ways to do your research for free.
If you know, or think you have a Revolutionary War
ancestor, or have already begun working on your family
tree, feel free to bring your documents or laptop with
you, and one of our volunteers will review what you
have already done, and give you advice on what to do
next. Not sure if you have a Revolutionary War
ancestor? We’ll help you figure that out.
Representatives from the Detroit Metro Chapter of the
SAR and the Alexander Macomb Chapter of the DAR
will be present to assist you one-on-one.
The workshop and advice is free, but we’d like you to
pre-register, to better estimate how many handouts we
need. Please register by contacting Tom or Barb
Reardon at (586) 465-4021 or email:
tbreardon@comcast.net

ATTENTION DMC Compatriots – We need your
help for the Genealogy Workshop! The best way
you can help is to attend the Workshop yourself.
We need Compatriots to meet and greet the attendees;
Compatriots who are comfortable enough with
genealogy research and family trees to review and advise
potential applicants of what information or
documentation they need for their SAR application, and
where they might find it; and those who can talk one-onone with potential applicants to obtain their contact
information if there are not enough ‘genealogy types’ to
meet with everybody right away, or if a person cannot
stay any longer. If you’d like to present a topic at the
workshop, please let us know.
Even if you can’t attend the workshop, we need help in
publicizing the workshop, especially in Macomb
County. Take or send flyers and/or Recruitment
Brochures to your friends, relatives, local libraries, civic
centers, churches, groups and organizations, community
bulletin boards or meetings, cable TV, social media,
local newspapers, or anyplace else that allows flyers or
announcements to be placed.
Please let Barb or Tom Reardon know ASAP if you
will be willing/and able to attend and assist.
Additional guidance and forms will be provided to you
prior to the Workshop.
In May, over the Memorial Day weekend the Chapter
compatriots and their family are invited to attend the
Feast of the Ste. Clair in Port Huron. We attended last
year and find it a fitting and enjoyable event worth our
time. See our 2016 Spring/Summer newsletter on our
web page for information about last year’s event.
Newsletter Editor: Gene Tomlinson, 2nd VP DMC
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