Detroit Metropolitan Chapter of the MISSAR
Spring and Summer Newsletter - July 2016
President’s Message
This is the first Newsletter since I was elected to the office of
President in April. I am pleased to lead this Detroit Metro Chapter
and to work with all of the compatriots that are in its membership.
We have a lot to do this year and though we have got off to a good
start, we are planning a lot more activities and luncheon meetings
for you to support and contribute to as your time and talents
permit.
We are open to activities that are not just meetings. Veterans
support, Eagle Scout and JR and college level ROTC, Fly the Flag
recognition, and many more. Most of these activities can be
accomplished with just a few of our compatriots working with
various groups and picking the times that best suit the activity. Reporting the work and providing us
photographs of the event will go a long way in getting the SAR known in the community for its patriotic and
educational support to our country. (Pictured above, that is me, in the middle with the DMC Officers.)
We owe a great deal to our ancestors who made this nation possible and we need to let our fellow countrymen
know what they did and what we can do to preserve the dreams of our forefathers and to move all of us to be
mindful of what it means to be an American.
I hope you will get involved and select a project and make yourself and all of us proud of your
accomplishments as you contribute your efforts.
Joe Williams, President, DMC of the MISSAR

Welcome to the DMC MISSAR!
The following new members are being reviewed or have been approved by National for membership in
the SAR:
 Bruce Jones of Grosse Pointe inducted at our Annual Meeting in April.
 Kevin Terry will be inducted at a DMC meeting/event in the fall...
 Dan Northey will be inducted at a DMC meeting/event in the fall.
 Daniel Steven Ames to be inducted at a DMC meeting/event in the fall.
 Stuart Woodward Grigg to be inducted at a meeting/event in the fall.
 Rev. Sam Laswell and of his sons David and Thomas (one resides in
Westland and the other in California) have their applications at National
 Jonathan Reardon induction was at the June 18th MISSAR BoD meeting.
 Michael Rothmeier Jr., Michael III and John to be inducted at a DMC
meeting/event in the fall.

New Inductee Bruce Jones and
DMC 2nd VP Gene Tomlinson.

Several other applications are in process of review and approval before being sent to National.
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Secretary’s Report
As of this mailing we have 62 members on our Roster and expect to add 6 newly inducted
members to bring our total Chapter membership to 68.
Do you know anybody who may be interested in applying for membership in the SAR? If
you know of anybody, or are approached by somebody who may have, or suspect they have
Revolutionary War ancestors, suggest that they contact our Chapter Genealogist, Barb Reardon,
(see Tom’s e-mail on page 3) for forms and suggestions on how to get started. Of course, you
may assist them yourself, or refer them to the NSSAR Webpage for the application instructions
and worksheets. The current fee for each new application is $165, which includes the first year
of membership at the National, State, and local Chapter organizations. Discounts apply if more
than one family member applies at the same time, using the same documentation.
Supplemental Applications. You have already identified an ancestor who was a Revolutionary
War Patriot. There is a good chance that you have additional ancestor Patriots. Many men who
lived in the same area served together, and many times their children or grandchildren married
each other.
The application process is the same as for a new member application, but you will be able to use
any documentation that is common to your basic application. In many cases, your original
application “record copy” (marked with the National Registrar’s signature and date) may allow
you to submit only the documentation that is different from that used on your original
application.
The fee for each supplemental application is $70.00, and when approved by National, you will
receive a certificate for that ancestor, and you may wear a Star for each (to be purchased). Five
approved supplemental applications entitle you to wear additional star pin with the numeral 5.
Treasury Report for First Six Months of 2016
The Detroit Metro Chapter has $2,006.84 in our operating account and $10,932.91 in our savings account.
We are solvent and in balance with our accounts.

2016 Previous Activities & Meetings
 Attended the Louisa Ste. Clair DAR Luncheon in January at the Detroit Golf Club in Grosse Pointe
 Held an Officers Meeting in March to plan our year
 Elected officers and provided awards at our Annual Meeting in April
 Attended the Festival of the Ste. Clair in May
 Hosted the MISSAR Board of Director Meeting on June 18th
The DMC is planning more events and luncheon meetings for the Fall 2016 and Spring of 2017.
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Contract Information for the DMC Chapter Officers
President:
Joe Williams
(248) 656-3394 j.c.williams1230@gmail.com
2nd Vice Pres.: Gene Tomlinson (248)-859-4616 geneoflenoxpark@gmail.com
Secretary:
Chris White
(248)-790-2582 sar.chriswhite@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Tom Reardon (586) 465-4021 tbreardon@comcast.net
Past President: Stuart Shuster (248) 642-7490 sflyer384@yahoo.com
Registrar/Genealogist:
Barb Reardon (NLA) (586)-465-4021
tbreardon@comcast.net
Events and Meetings for 2016
May 28th
Picnic at the Festival of the Ste. Claire
Port Huron, Michigan
June 18th
MISSAR Board of Directors Meeting
Kingsley Inn, Bloomfield Hills
Events and Meetings for late 2016 and 2017 Are Being Planned
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Awards & Recognitions

MISSAR Rod Wilson presents DMC Chapter President Joe
Williams with a 40 years of service certificate and pin at
the June MISSAR BoD meeting.

President Joe Williams receives the gavel from Past
President Stu Shuster following officer induction at the
DMC Annual Meeting.

DMC 2nd VP Gene Tomlinson presents DMC Treasurer
Tom Reardon the Vietnam War Service Medal and
acknowledging Tom’s two Purple Hearts.

DMC Secretary Chris White presents a Fly the Flag Certificate to Richard
Charbonneau, president of the Clinton Valley Kiwanis Club for their project
to line Gratiot Ave. with the American Flag for special holidays and events.

DMC Secretary Chris White receives his Military Service
Award from DMC 2nd VP Gene Tomlinson at the DMC
Annual Meeting.
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Detroit Metro Chapter Survey (April 2016)
We wanted to survey all Chapter Compatriots for a number of reasons, including verifying contact
information, communication preference (email, snail mail, phone), and to find out more about members’
areas of interest.
In late April, 2016, we sent out 75 surveys. As of July 3, 2016, we received 22 written responses, and 1
telephone call. Five were returned as “undeliverable,” including two of our Life Members that had
passed away. One thing we really wanted to do via the survey was to verify contact information
(address, phone, email address) and members’ preference for communication (email, snail mail or
telephone) and find out why many of our members do not regularly attend our meetings. Providing
information in email or on a webpage saves a lot on postage, but we’re happy to continue mailing
correspondence and news in ‘snail mail’ for those members who prefer that. Here is some feedback:
-The overwhelming majority of responders use email and the internet frequently, but half of them never
use Facebook.
-Almost half of the responders are willing, or have already submitted biographies on their Patriot
Revolutionary War ancestors, for publication on the National Patriot and Grave Index.
-About half of the responders indicated they have additional Patriot ancestors, and they may be
interested in applying for Supplemental Applications for those Patriots.
-9 indicated they had served in the military, and that they had family members in the SAR/DAR/CAR.
About ¼ of the responders are involved with other Patriotic/Charitable groups.
- 6 indicated they have school-aged (including college) relatives, and they may be interested in some of
the SAR-sponsored contests/awards.
- 50% of the responders attend at least one Detroit Metro Chapter meeting each year.
- Of those who don’t attend at least one meeting per year, the reasons given were: 4 members no longer
live in the Detroit-Metro area; 3 find the meeting days/times don’t fit their schedule; 2 are too busy; 3
don’t wish to be involved at this time or preferred not to say; and there was one response each for poor
health, need transportation, and meetings not interesting/relevant to them.
- Over half expressed interest in social events, especially Patriotic events, visits to historical locations and
Graveside services, such as Wreaths Across America (December each year).
- 2 member spouses are already members of the National Ladies’ Auxiliary; 4 more member spouses
may be interested in joining.
We wish to thank everybody who did return a survey, and encourage compatriots who did not return a
survey to drop me an email or phone call our Secretary and verify your info and communication
preference (and we know you are still around?) Better yet, take a few moments to complete and mail
back the survey. ( If you need another copy we will send you one (email/snail mail), If you don’t
normally attend meetings, we’d appreciate it if you’d contact us every now and then so we know that
you are still getting information from the Chapter and that we have the correct contact information.
Also, please let me know if you move or your phone number or email address changes. We are always
interested in your feedback; feel free to contact us at any time with any concerns or suggestions.
Chris White, Secretary, DMC.
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Feast of the Sainte Claire (May 2016)
The Feast of the Sainte Claire festival in Port Huron is a celebration of the French and Indian War era. It
has been a Memorial Weekend tradition since 1981. A contingent of some of the Detroit Metro Chapter
officers attending the festival this year on Saturday, May 28, including Gene & Sandy Tomlinson, Tom &
Barbara Reardon, Stu Shuster & Joanne Kallio, Greg Winters & Kathleen Bergen, and Chris White.

All of our senses were taken back to the 18th Century. We experienced period-correct dress and crafts,
including blacksmiths, coopers, musicians, weavers, and more. There were cannon demonstrations and a
live action battle scene, as well as displays depicting various military encampments. There was a food
tent and big pots of soup made the old fashioned way. The home brewed root beer was also very good.

Reenactors represented all of the various countries that were present in the area at the time of the War of
1812.
The French, the English and the United States all were involved as were the Native American tribes that
had made their home along the St. Mary’s river for many “moon”. As the settlers arrived, first the
French and later the English both Ontario and Michigan saw villages begin and farms laid out. The
French had settled down river in Detroit (the narrows) and along the Rouge (Red) River and were also
the first Europeans to inhabit the area that is now Port Huron and Sarnia, Ontario. The War of 1812
decided the boundaries of the United States Northwest Territory (at that time) and Canada as we know it
today.
The Feast of the Sainte Claire celebrates all the ancestors of the region and demonstrates the crafts, the
food, the military and, yes, the War that defined this part of Michigan and Ontario.
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The Detroit Metro Chapter attendees were had the honor of hearing Bob May, president of the Blue
Water Chapter SAR, give an oral history of the region. It was very informative and entertaining. The
entire experience was great, and there has been discussion to make this a regular event for our Chapter
members.
Bob May, (below) is wearing his French uniform of his own family’s ancestry. His talk to us centered on
the arrival in the Port Huron area of De La Salle and his ship the Griffin. As they experienced the
increased current in the St. Mary’s River they went to shore and had the crew pull the ship along until
they were past the river mouth and into Lake Huron. Tired and with the daylight waning they camped
on the shore line, hunted for food and rested before moving further north into Lake Huron. This camp
site is now a park just north of the Blue Water Bridge. These French explorers were perhaps the first
Europeans to venture into the great inland sea. The one without any salt water and with ample fish.

Bob May presenting the History of the Port Huron Area at the Feast of the Sainte Claire, May 28, 2016
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Patriot’s Biography Requested
One of the National Office’s goals is to publish Patriot Biographies on the National Website Patriot and Grave
Index. They have asked chapters to encourage their members to write a 200-500-word biography on their Patriot
Ancestors. The biographies include mention of their role in the support of the American Revolution and their
State of Service. Other suggestions include birth and death dates and location; family (parents, siblings, spouse,
number of children); occupation, other significant/ interesting events, geographic locales/moves, etc.
Entries should be submitted in Microsoft Word format, or forward a rough draft to Gene Tomlinson at:
geneoflenoxpark@gmail.com. Here is an example:

Captain Beach Tomlinson, Shelton, Conn.

Commanded a Company at the Battle of Peakskill, NY, Oct. 1777 .
A dairy farmer with large acreage in the White Hills of Conn. ,
Beach, son of Zachariah Tomlinson, married Charity Shelton and
had fourteen children. Charity was a loyal subject of King George
And not happy that her husband would fight the English as a
Captain, of the seventh Company in the 14th Regiment of the Conn
Colony. She reportedly told him, “you be careful or you will be
Hung on the spindle tree yonder”.
Born at the Tomlinson’s Stratford, Conn. homestead, Dec. 3, 1726,
he was the fourth generation of the family in the colonies and a
successful farmer, landowner, church lay leader and served in the
State House in Hartford representing (Ripton)Huntington/Shelton.
Capt. Beach died on Nov. 28, 1817 at 91 years and is buried in the
family section of the First Congregational Church of Stratford’s
Cemetery with many other Tomlinson ancestors and neighbors.
Information from “Henry Tomlinson and his Decsendents in
America”, Rev. Samuel Orcutt, 1890, submitted by:
Eugene M. Tomlinson, his 4th Great Grandson: SAR # 166532

Captain Beach Tomlinson, oil painting about 1790-1800
Archived at the Conn. Historical Museum, Hartford, Conn.

National Ladies Auxilary
Membership in the National Ladies’ Auxiliary is open
to women related by marriage or bloodline to NSSAR
members in good standing or members deceased while in
good standing. The NLA will support the DMC
Chapter of the SAR as needed, but spouses or female
relatives don’t have to join the NLA to support the
DMC chapter.
We encourage our ladies to join the NLA with an annual
membership fee of $5. The application is available at:
http://www.nlasar.org/images/memberapp.pdf
or can be obtained from Gene Tomlinson, who will
also
The
NLA also has a pin for the lady that sells for just $10.00
collect and submit completed app. and membership
a can be purchase when requesting their membership
fees.
Detroit Metropolitian Chapter of the MISSAR Newsletter for
the first six months of 2016, Gene Tomlinson, Editor 8

SShown in actual and enlarged size. Ladies wear it proud

