MISSAR FLAGS
• This presentation describes the Michigan Sons of the American Revolution Flags which are presented
at each of our State meetings and used in various ceremonies and parades.

• A basic description of these flags including the years they served in our history, battle and or
campaign during the American Revolution are described.
• The exception is the first flag in our collection which is the current Stars and Stripes flown over our
Nations Capital.

• The original 13 colony flags are pictured with a brief description at the end of the presentation.
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FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The 50 stars on the flag represent the 50 states of the United States of America, and the 13 stripes represent the
thirteen British colonies that declared independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain, and became the first
states in the U.S.

The current design of the U.S. flag is its 27th; the design of the flag has been modified officially 26 times since
1777. The 48-star flag was in effect for 47 years until the 49-star version became official on July 4. 1959. The 50star flag was ordered by the then President Eisenhower on August 21, 1959, and was adopted in July 1960. It is
the longest-used version of the U.S. flag and has been in use for over 57 years.
The 50-star flag was designed by Lancaster, Ohio, High School Junior Bob Heft as a history project in 1958 when
we only had 48 states. His teacher gave him a B minus because it had too many stars, but his teacher changed his
B minus to an A upon learning that he had won the award. On July 4, 1960, Bob Heft (who was born in Saginaw,
Michigan) found himself in Washington, D.C. standing next to President Dwight Eisenhower, watching as his 50star flag was raised for the first time over the U.S. Capitol building.

FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
1960
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HOPKINSON FLAG
Francis Hopkinson designed the first official American flag and the journals of the Continental Congress support
this. He was one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, as a delegate from New Jersey.
On Saturday, June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the first official
national flag of the newly independent United States and passed the Flag Resolution which stated: "Resolved,
That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be
thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation."

HOPKINSON FLAG 1777-1795
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BETSY ROSS FLAG
The Betsy Ross flag is an early design of the flag of the United States, popularly-but very likely incorrectlyattributed to Betsy Ross. The first documented usage of this flag was in 1792. The flag features 13 stars to
represent the original 13 colonies with the stars arranged in a circle.
Although this early version of an American flag is now commonly called the “Betsy Ross Flag,” the claim by her
descendants that Betsy Ross contributed to this design is not accepted by modern American scholars.
In 1870, Ross’s grandson, William J. Canby, presented a paper to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. In that paper he claimed that his grandmother had “made with her hands the first flag” of the
United States. Canby said he first obtained this information from his aunt Clarissa Sydney (Claypoole) Wilson in
1857, twenty years after Betsy Ross’s death. Canby dates the historic episode based on Washington’s journey to
Philadelphia, in late spring 1776, a year before Congress passed the Flag Act.

BETSY ROSS FLAG 1775
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1900 NATIONAL YEAR BOOK EXTRACT
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
• PAGE 110
• Col. Prime. “The amendment which I move is to strike out from the resolution of the report everything relating
to the flag that is printed in the Year Book for the proposed standard flag, buff and blue, and also to strike out
the word “flag” from the legend of the State Societies and to insert the word “banner” so that it will read; “The
proposed banner of the State Societies.”

• PAGE 111
• President General. “That is practically to abandon the flag, and to have a banner, as stated. The question is now
on the resolution, as amended, which is that the Society shall have a banner as described. All in favor will
please say aye; contrary, no.” Motion Carried.
• Col. Prime. “Now, I move that the standard which we have just adopted as the standard of the State Societies,
be the banner of the National Society, with this change that in place of the name of the National Society.”
Motion seconded and carried.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BANNER
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FLAG OF MICHIGAN
The flag of Michigan depicts the state’s coat of arms on a dark blue field, as set forth by the Michigan state law.
(The Governor has a variant of the flag with a white instead of blue field.)
The state coat of arms depicts a light blue shield, upon which the sun rises over a lake and peninsula, and a man
with a raised hand representing peace and holding a long gun representing the fight for state and nation as a
frontier state.
As supporters, the elk and moose are derived from the Hudson’s Bay Company coat of arms, and depict great
animals of Michigan. The bald eagle represents the United States which formed the state of Michigan from the
Northwest Territory.
The design features three Latin mottos. From top-to-bottom they are:
-On red ribbon: “E Pluribus Unum,” means “Out of many, one,” a motto of the United States.
-On light blue shield: “Tuebor,” means “I will defend.”
-On white ribbon: “si Quaeris Peninsulam Amoenam Circumspice,” means “If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look
about you.” (The official state motto).

MICHIGAN STATE FLAG 1911
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BUNKER HILL FLAG
Most New England flags were based on the red or blue naval ensign of the Royal Navy, which featured the cross
of St. George in the canton.
Some controversy exists concerning which flag flew at the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775 at the onset of the
American Revolutionary War.
However, Benson John Lossing writes in Field Book of the Revolution that he interviewed the daughter of a
Bunker Hill veteran who told her that he hoisted a blue flag on Breed’s Hill prior to the battle. Regardless of its
authenticity, the blue variation has become a symbol of the Battle of Bunker Hill, and also of Charlestown,
Boston, the neighborhood encompassing Bunker and Breed’s hills. It was also featured on a 1968 US Postage
Stamp.

BUNKER HILL FLAG 1775

PAGE 14

BEDFORD FLAG
The Bedford Flag is the oldest known flag in the United States. It is associated with the Minutemen of Bedford,
Massachusetts and the Battles of Lexington and Concord of 1775.
CONSTRUCTION DESIGN AND ORIGIN
The painted-on design depicts an armored arm grasping a straight sword. The two sides are asymmetrical; the
sword appears behind the motto on one side and appears in front of it on the other. The Latin motto VINCE
AUT MORIRE (“Conquer Or Die”) reads from top to bottom on one side and from bottom to top on the other.

BEDFORD FLAG 1775
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FIRST FLAG OF NORTH CAROLINA
The Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence was asserted to be the first declaration of independence made in
the thirteen Colonies during the American Revolution. It was supposedly signed on May 20, 1775, in Charlotte,
North Carolina, by a committee of citizens of Mecklenburg County, who declared independence from Great
Britain after hearing of the battle of Lexington. If the story is true, the Mecklenburg Declaration preceded the
United States Declaration of Independence by more than a year. The authenticity of the Mecklenburg
Declaration has been disputed.
Defenders of the Mecklenburg Declaration have argued that it is authentic.
The early government of North Carolina maintained that North Carolinians were the first Americans to declare
independence from Great Britain. As a result, both the seal and the flag of North Carolina bear the date of the
declaration.

FIRST FLAG OF NORTH CAROLINA 1775
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GRAND UNION FLAG
The “Grand Union Flag” is considered to be the first national flag of the United States of America.
This flag consisted of 13 alternating red and white stripes but with the upper inner corner or canton being the
British Union flag of the time.
It was widely believed that the flag was raised by George Washington’s Army on New Year’s Day, 1776, at
Prospect hill in Charlestown near his headquarters at Cambridge, Massachusetts, which was then surrounding
and laying siege to the British forces then occupying the city, and that the flag was interpreted by British military
observers under commanding General Thomas Gage, as a sign of surrender.

GRAND UNION FLAG 1775-1777
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GADSDEN FLAG
The Gadsden flag has a yellow field depicting a rattlesnake coiled and ready to strike. Positioned below the
rattlesnake are the words “DONT TREAD ON ME.” The flag is named after American general and politician
Christopher Gadsden, who designed it in 1775. It was used by the Continental Marines as an early motto flag,
along with the Moultrie flag.
The rattlesnake symbol was first officially adopted by the Continental Congress in 1778 when it approved the
design for the official Seal of the War Office. At the top center of the Seal is a rattlesnake holding a banner
which says: “This We’ll Defend”. According to the US Army’s Institute of Heraldry, “This We’ll Defend”, on a
scroll held by the rattlesnake is a symbol and signifies the Army’s constant readiness to defend and preserve the
United States.

GADSDEN FLAG 1775
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FIRST TROOP PHILADELPHIA CITY CAVALRY
The First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry was organized in 1774 as the Light Horse of the City of Philadelphia. It
was one of the first patriotic military organizations established in the American Revolution.
During the Revolution, the troop fought in the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and Germantown. It
often served as George Washington’s personal bodyguard.

PHILADELPHIA LIGHT HORSE TROOP FLAG 1775
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 2ND REGIMENT FLAG
The 2nd New Hampshire Regiment was formed in early May 1775, as the second of three Continental Army
regiments raised by the state of New Hampshire during the American Revolutionary War.

NEW HAMPSHIRE 2ND REGIMENT FLAG 1775
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GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS FLAG
The flag of the Green Mountain Boys began as a regimental flag used by the Green Mountain Boys.

DESIGN
The flag has a green field and, in an azure canton, a constellation of thirteen five-pointed white stars
representing the thirteen colonies arranged in a natural pattern.

Today the flag is used as the regimental flag of the Vermont National Guard unit.

GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS FLAG 1776
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JACK (FLAG)
A jack is a national (originally naval) flag flown from a short jackstaff at the bow of a vessel, while the ensign is
flown on the stern. The word “jack” is said to result from the signature of Jacques of King James I in whose
reign (1603-1625) the Union Jack was designed.

From 1777 until September 2002, the United States Navy flew the union jack, the blue canton with white stars
from the U.S. national ensign. (Since September 11, 2002, the U.S. Navy has flown the first Navy Jack,
originally used in 1775-1776, with a rattlesnake and the motto “Dont Tread on Me” superimposed on the
thirteen alternating red and white stripes.)

NAVAL JACK FLAG 1775-1776
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MOULTRIE FLAG
The Moultrie Flag, also known as the Liberty Flag, was a key flag flown in the American Revolutionary War.
The Liberty flag was designed, by commission, in 1775 by Colonel William Moultrie, to prepare for war with Great
Britain.
It was flown by his troops in the successful defense of Sullivan’s Island against the British fleet in June 1776.
It became the standard of the South Carolina militia, and when the war officially ended with the liberation of
Charleston, on December 14, 1782, it was presented by the General Nathanael Greene’s “Southern Continental &
Militia Army”, as the first American flag to be displayed in the South.
Historians are divided on the identity of the symbol in the top left corner of the flag. Originally thought to be a
crescent moon, it may actually be a gorget, which is armor worn around the neck.

MOULTRIE FLAG 1775
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BENNINGTON FLAG
The Bennington flag is a version of the American flag associated with the Battle of Bennington.
The Bennington features 13 stars and 13 stripes and is easily identified by a large ‘76’ in the canton. Another
distinctive feature of the Bennington flag is the arrangement of the 13 stripes, with white being outermost (rather
than red being outermost as in the current flag). Also, its stars have seven points each (instead of the current five)
and the blue canton is taller than on other flags, spanning nine instead of seven of the thirteen stripes.

BENNINGTON FLAG 1777
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ND
2

CONNECTICUT REGIMENT FLAG

The 2nd Connecticut Regiment was authorized in the Continental Army on 16 September 1776 and the
combined Connecticut units adopted this flag as their standard.

2nd CONNECTICUT REGIMENT FLAG 1776
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MONMOUTH FLAG
The Battle of Monmouth was fought on June 28, 1778, in Monmouth County, New Jersey. The Continental
Army under General George Washington attacked the rear of the British Army column commanded by
Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton as they left Monmouth Court House (modern Freehold Borough).

MONMOUTH FLAG 1778
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GEORGE ROGERS CLARK FLAG
The George Rogers Clark Flag is a red and green striped banner, although Colonel Clark did not campaign under
these colors.
The choice of a red and green flag instead of red and white remains a mystery. It is possible that there simply
was not enough white serge available in Vincennes at the time.

A red and green flag is still flown at the George Rogers Clark National Historic Park, and at the Locust Grove
plantation near Louisville, Kentucky, where George Rogers Clark died.

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK FLAG 1777-1778
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COWPENS FLAG
The Cowpens flag, or 3rd Maryland flag, is an early version of the United States flag that meets the congressional
requirements of the Flag resolution of 1777. Like the Betsy Ross flag, the white stars are arranged in a circle on a
blue field; but the circle consists of just 12 stars, with the 13th star in the center.

COWPENS FLAG 1777
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FLAG
This flag (or standard) is said to be the Headquarters standard of General George Washington.
It appears in the three early postwar paintings and is accepted by some experts as being Washington’s
Headquarters flag and the standard of the army in 1781.
The original Commander-In-Chief flag is in the possession of the American Revolution Center in Philadelphia.

WASHINGTON'S COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FLAG

The Commander-in-Chief's Guard, commonly known as Washington's Life Guard, was a unit of the Continental
Army that protected General George Washington during the American Revolutionary War. Formed in 1776, the
Guard was with Washington in all of his battles. This banner was flown by the Guard while serving General
Washington.

ORIGINAL 13 COLONIES – STATE FLAG HISTORIES
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State

Date Entered Union

State Flag History

1

December 7, 1787

Adopted on July 24, 1913, the Delaware State flag show the words
surrounding a diamond of buff color in which the coat of arms of the state is placed.
"December 7, 1787," indicating the day on which Delaware became the the first state.

Delaware

2 Pennsylvania

December 12, 1787

Pennsylvania's State Flag is composed of a
blue field on which is embroidered the State
Coat of Arms. An act of the General Assembly
of June 13, 1907, standardized the flag and
required that the blue field match the blue of
Old Glory.

State

Date Entered Union

3 New Jersey

December 18, 1787

State Flag History
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The State flag of New Jersey A ribbon at the bottom includes the year of
independence in 1776 and reads: Liberty and Prosperity.

4 Georgia

January 2, 1788
The Georgia flag has three red and white stripes and the state coat of
arms on a blue field in the upper left corner. A man with sword drawn is
defending the Constitution, whose principles are wisdom, justice and
moderation. The date 1776 represents the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

State

Date Entered Union

5 Connecticut

January 9, 1788

State Flag History
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The Connecticut flag is on a field of azure blue with an ornamental white shield
with three grapevines. The states motto "He who Transplanted Sustains Us" is
displayed on a white ribbon. The vines stand for the first settlements of English
people and these settlements were thought of as grape vines that had been
transplanted.

6 Massachusetts

February 6, 1788
On a white field is a blue shield emblazoned with the image of a Native American,
Massachuset. He holds a bow in one hand and an arrow in the other. The arrow is
pointing downward representing peace. The white star represents Massachusetts
as one of the original thirteen states.

State

Date Entered Union

7 Maryland

April 28, 1788

State Flag History
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The Maryland flag contains the family crest of the Calvert
and Crossland families. Maryland was founded as an
English colony in 1634 by Cecil Calvert, the second Lord
Baltimore.

8 South Carolina

May 23, 1788
Asked by the Revolutionary Council of Safety in the fall of 1775 to
design a flag for the use of South Carolina troops, Col. William
Moultrie chose a blue which matched the color of their uniforms and
a crescent which reproduced the silver emblem worn on the front of
their caps.

State

Date Entered Union

State Flag History
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9 New Hampshire June 21,1788
The New Hampshire state flag shall be blue and shall bear upon its center a
representation of the state seal. The seal shall be surrounded by a wreath of
laurel leaves with nine stars interspersed.

10 Virginia

June 25, 1788
A deep blue field contains the seal of Virginia with the Latin motto "Sic
Semper Tyrannis" - "Thus Always to Tyrants".

State

Date Entered Union

11 New York

July 26, 1788

State Flag History
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New York’s flag is on a dark blue field. The goddess Liberty holds a pole with a
Liberty Cap on top. Liberty stands for freedom. At her feet is a discarded crown,
representing freedom from England at the end of the revolutionary war. On the
right is the goddess, Justice. She wears a blindfold and carries the scales of justice.

12 North Carolina November 21, 1789
The flag of North Carolina consists of a blue union, containing in the center
thereof a white star with the letter N in gilt on the left and the letter C in gilt on
the right of said star. The flag shall consist of two equally proportioned bars; the
upper bar to be red, the lower bar to be white.

State
13 Rhode Island

Date Entered Union

State Flag History

May 29, 1790
Rhode Island’s flag is on a white field with a circle of thirteen gold stars
representing the first thirteen states. The stars surround a gold ship's
anchor. The state's motto "Hope" is on a blue ribbon below the anchor.
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